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more productive, societies became more closely tied to the
territories with which they identified themselves, and a
tendency to agglomeration on the part of the peoples gave
rise to early urban growth, more particularly as the circulation
of goods and people became focussed at selected points which
possessed nodality.
In this way the first City States grew up, and military
conquest was then able to lead to amalgamation, as in the case
of ancient Greece, and later to the establishment of so-called
Empires. Once the idea of territorial expansion was successfully
implemented, its corollary of internal organization demanded
attention in so far as the newly acquired territory could not
be held together except by the establishment of lines of commu-
nication nor could it be defended against external attack or
internal disintegration without these vital arteries.
Here it is possible to discern the first great political States
with their threefold elements, people, territory and organiza-
tion, and best exemplified in the case of the Roman Empire.
Then, as now, the level of organization, that is to say the
skill, initiative and ingenuity of joint human adaptations to the
physical environment, was the differentiating factor as between
States. People and territory had long been in existence, but
the decisive factor in the success or failure of the Ancient
Empires was the part played by their inhabitants in organizing
relationships, both among themselves and between themselves,
and the physical environment in which they lived. It is signi-
ficant in this connection that the Ancient Greeks were among
the first to formulate theories of the State and that Political
Science as well as Political Geography first received serious
attention from their wise men.
The Dark Ages were dark primarily because the estab-
lished system of political organization, as far as Europe was
concerned, broke down under the impact of a politically
unorganized series of invasions by relatively backward peoples.
Yet they were only a prelude to a further phase in the evolution
of States and, as such, showed glimpses of efforts to achieve
State organizations which some historians regard as the
foundations of later developments. Throughout that long
period, societies continued to exist but lacked any centralized